Bringing Now to Then – teaching computer literacy to senior citizens
"Learning basic computer skills and applications is increasingly necessary to function in today's workplace or to pursue personal interests" (Lawson, 2005).  Melvindale Public Library’s patrons are mostly senior citizens, which makes it necessary to understand and meet their needs.  It is with this in mind that our library began its computer literacy program, as our patrons have expressed to us a need to communicate with their tech-savvy families as well as have a basic understanding of technology.  “Many senior citizens… retired just as computers were being introduced to the workplace. They missed the opportunity to learn about technology on the job” (Balas, 2006).
This poster session aims to show librarians what they can do to teach senior citizens how to successfully use computers.  I will present to you the most recent studies in how to teach seniors, as well as why we should teach them.  I hope to promote the development and delivery of an effective program that aims to educate the elder community and allow for a positive learning experience with technology.
Attendees will learn how to integrate a successful senior program into their libraries.  I will also bring along with me the “Top five questions to ask before starting your class,” as well as a PowerPoint presentation of the topics you might want to teach about.  Prospective computer literacy instructors can use this information as a starting point in their teachings to senior citizens.
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